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Inequality = Death



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?



Latinos and COVID-19

• “Facts…tell different stories depending on 

who is picking them and placing them in a 

narrative line.” Sarah Viren, “The Accusation” New 

York Times Magazine, March 22, 2020, p. 51

• “Los hechos… cuentan diferentes cuentos 

según quien los escoja y los meta en una 

línea narrativa.”



Narratives

• Latino dysfunction /Desfuncionalidad 

Latina



Obesity, Diabetes and COVID-19

Obesidad, Diabetes



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Obesity / Obesidad



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Obesity / Obesidad

• Diabetes / Diabetes



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Obesity / Obesidad

• Diabetes / Diabetes

• Cultural inhibitions / inhibiciones culturales



New York Times

May 20, 2020 p. A11

COVID death toll

due to ”underlying

health issues in

minority communities.”



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Obesity / Obesidad

• Diabetes / Diabetes

• Cultural inhibitions / inhibiciones culturales

• Immigrants infected /Inmigrantes contaminados



Narratives

• Latino dysfunction /Desfuncionalidad 

Latina
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The Unimportant Essential Workers



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Essential workers • Trabajadores esenciales



Source  Los Angeles Times  August 7, 2020 p. B1
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Los Angeles Times April 2, 2020 p. A12
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Los Angeles Times,

June 14, 2020, p. B1
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Los Angeles Times August 29, 2020, p. B1



New York Times, June 12, 2020, p. A6



Grocery Workers Ask for 

Protective Measures

La Opinion April 13,

2020 p. 2
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New York Times April 16, 2020, p. A8



More Transportation Workers Die

La Opinion April 10, 2020 p. 11



Latino Workers Face More Risks

La Opinion April 23, 2020 p. 9



Nursing Home Attendants

La Opinion April 8, 2020 p. 3



Automobile Mechanic

La Opinion April 8, 2020 p. 3



Gardeners

La Opinion  April 8, 2020 p. 3



Indigenous Communities

La Opinion

April 3, 2020 

P. 2



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Essential workers

• Paid little

• Trabajadores esenciales

• Sueldos  bajos



Even  Working Latinos are Poor

La Opinion May 11, 2019 p. 7



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Essential workers

• Paid little

• Housing costs
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• Vivienda alta
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Los Angeles Times, June 14, 2020 p. B5
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Latinos Face the Challenge of Protecting their Elderly



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Essential workers

• Paid little

• Housing costs

• Lack insurance

• Trabajadores esenciales

• Sueldos  bajos

• Vivienda alta

• Falta Seguro medico





High Cost of Testing

New York

Times, June

17, 2020 p. A8



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Essential workers

• Paid little

• Housing costs

• Lack insurance

• Latino physician shortage

• Trabajadores esenciales

• Sueldos  bajos

• Vivienda alta

• Falta Seguro medico

• Faltan médicos Latinos







AAMC Latino Physician Shortage



252
Años

Presencia Médica

y Científica

en Alta California

Cirujano

Pedro Prat

San Diego, CA 

1769

252 Years of Latino

Medicine and Science

In California



Why High Latino COVID-19 Death Rate?

• Essential workers

• Paid little

• Housing costs

• Lack insurance

• Latino physician shortage

• Immigration policies

• Trabajadores esenciales

• Sueldos  bajos

• Vivienda alta

• Falta Seguro medico

• Faltan médicos Latinos

• Politicas de inmigración
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La Opinion April 1, 2020 p. 6

Coronavirus Does Not Stop the Migra



ICE arrests immigrant in hospital, 

admitted because of coronavirus

La Opinion June 1, 2020 p. 9



Photo

La Opinion April 11, 2020 p. 8

Trump Deports 10,000 Immigrants



Spreading Coronavirus

Los Angeles Times April 15, 2020 p. A3
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La Opinion April 24, 2020 p. 1

Families with non-citizen spouses excluded from Coronavirus care assistance



Narratives

• Latino dysfunction             

Desfuncionalidad Latina

• Latino function: social systems 

dysfunctional      Funcionalidad Latina-

Desfuncionalidad de políticas de la salud



Latino Health and the US Economy

The US Latino GDP

(Gross Domestic Product)



El Producto Interno Bruto (PIB) 

de  los Latinos de EE.UU.



The Gross Domestic Product

El Producto Bruto Interno

• “The total monetary value of all finished 

goods and services produced by a 

geography within a given year.”

• El valor monetario total de bienes duros y 

servicios que produce una geografía dentro

de un año.



Producto Interno Bruto (PIB) Latino 2019



The US Latino Gross Domestic Product

and Latino Health

• #8 GDP in 2019



The US Latino Gross Domestic Product

and Latino Health

• #8 GDP in 2019

– Heart disease #1, but 30% lower than White



Age-Adjusted Death Rates, Latino and Non-
Hispanic White, United States 2019

Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2021 State Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of NCHS Underlying Cause of Death Data, CDC WONDER Database (2019)



Chronic versus Communicable Diseases

• Chronic: Style of Life diseases



Heart Disease Not Communicable



The US Latino Gross Domestic Product

• #8 in 2019

– Heart disease #1, but 30% lower than White

• 2020

– COVID-19??? 



COVID-19: Communicable

Someone Breathed on You





The Gross Domestic Product



Early Indicators:

Latinos Pressing Through the Pandemic



COVID-19 and US Latino GDP

First Clues

• Remittances (remesas) to Mexico increased 

during 2020



Remittances to Mexico, 2020-2022 

January 1-December 31 2020



COVID-19 and US Latino GDP

First Clues

• Remittances (remesas) to Mexico increased 

during 2020

• Labor  force participation monthly



Labor Force Participation Monthly, 2019-

2022



The 2020 US Latino GDP

How Did COVID Affect It?



www.CLUCERF.org  (2022) M. Fienup

U.S. Latino Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

If it were an independent country, Latino GDP would be 5th

largest in the world



Latinos Rise to COVID’s Challenge

Latinos Superan el Reto del COVID-19

• Helping Hand for Others/ ayudar a otros



Latino invites 1,200 families every 

month to dine at “their table”

La 

Opinion

June 13,

2021

p. 4





Latinos Rise to COVID’s Challenge

Latinos Superan el Reto del COVID-19

• Helping Hand for Others/ ayudar a otros

• Optimism/ optimismo



Latino Optimism, 2008-2021

“Satisfacción con Dirección de la Nación”



“Not even the pandemic 

stops him.”

La Opinion

April 5, 2021

p. 4
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Desfuncionalidad Latina

• Latino function: social systems 

dysfunctional      Funcionalidad Latina-

Desfuncionalidad de políticas de la salud
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